Gender,
Religion and
Caste

OveEryiew

The existence of social diversity, does ot threaten demogracy. Palitical
expression of socal differences s possible and somefimes quite desirable
in @ democratic system. In this chapter we apply these ideas to the practice
of demotracy in Indis. We look at three kinds of social differences that
can take the form of sockil divisions antl inequalities. These are social
differences based on gender, refigion a antt caste. In each case we look at
the nature of this division i Indiand how it gets expressed in politics.
We alsp ask whether different expressions hased on these differences are
healthy or otherwise in a democracy.
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Gender and politics

A poater from Bengal sfming womsn=
sfrength

Let us begin with gender division.
This ts°a form of hisrarchical zocial
division séen everiwhere; but 15
muh'mgnmz{m the srudy of-

palitics. The pentler division rends
mhe understood a5 natural and
unchangeshle. However, i it not
based unhjﬂlaggr.'hmnﬂ sorizl

Fublie/ private disision

Boys and girk are broughs vp 1w

belisve thar the Mrespmmhﬁmr
of women it hausword and brirsine
up children This & reflected in a
SERUSL DIVEIDN OF 13301LE in most
tamilies: women do 3ll=ork inside
the hame such H-Etﬂ:llﬂ.ﬂw dﬂmmw
w:th; elnthes, talnrmg, lockme
after rhl}urﬂ:, &R, and men co-all
the work outsids the hans Tt s nor
thar men cantntde houssnark; they

sumply think thes 1ti: for vomen o

art=nd 1o thisss :Lumg! When thes=
jobs n'epmﬂ.fﬂtr e are ready o
rake up these wocks Mort tailors o
zoalks- mhﬂiﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂ! men. Similarke,
it & oot thee womer do nor work
outside their homs In villagee,
w:arq:nfemhwm:r callect fuel and
work i the felds. In urban ares;
goor women work a3 domestic
belper in middle class haimes, while
middle olats women work i offices.
In facr, the mdlorics of womendo
sone= sort of paid work in addition
to domestic lshows Bue theie wark
iz not valued and does not ger
mt&gnmﬂ-n

The result of this dovision of
lzbour is that although =omen
comstitnie half of the humanirs, thair
role in public e, especialh p:n]mm
ssmunimnal inmost cocissees. Earlier
onhy men =ereallowed m particiose
in public affsirs, vore and comes
inr public affices. Gradually the
sender wsue was raed in mlmu
Women in diffsrent garzs of tha
world arpanised and sginated for
ﬂquii righes. There weee agitazions
in diffsren: countriss for the
Sterminn af voting nights towomen.



Thesz agitation: demanded
enhancing the politizal 20d legal
stifis of women and imiprovins their
eshrational and esrser apportunisies,
More radical women's semenn
zimed 2z egualicy in ;rmmnzl a0
farnifyrlife o]l These movemerits

6t this qestion helped 1o kenprone
women's mlempr:ﬂﬁw Ife: We o=
doctors, engineers, lawyers,
manzzers aod collese 2nd universicy
mm:hus which were eirlier not

mpwuufﬂrmﬂ for axarnnle

m- Scandineaen counteisy, such ae
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parricipation of wemen in gublic lde
svery high

In our country, wonten sull lag
much behind men despice some

improvemant sitice Infeperidente.
Qurs is still 3 male-daminated,

zagmisaciy sockery. Women fnce

disadvansass, discciminstion and
CPPression N Various Ways:

i onhs 34 ger cenr compared with
TEPacm{m;mﬁimi]arh £
srmaller proportion of girl snudenc
gzo for hl.gher studies. Whan we

Ber i

A'time use survey’ mﬁn&uﬁeﬂhﬁxmﬁsu}mmwg
mmsﬁwtmmgammmnﬁilﬁmdarfwam
Lsevmaﬁdhaﬁhmmwhﬂeanmmmmmﬁgm E
‘half hours. Yet the work dane by men is more visible'because
-'muitufﬂtmrwurkiaa&stagmmtim of income: Hmrranaiﬂud‘nr

‘& ot of direct Iﬂl;ﬂm&‘ﬂﬁﬂmnﬂ work; but the of their work
is housefiold related. This work remins. g and invisible.
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*fnuéaﬁmdu::tanimﬁarﬂm&usesuwwh?mm
lhﬂﬁ&ho&d. Observe all the adult mals and femals members of
?mfﬁnﬁvfnrmnwﬁg‘ir Every day note down the nuniber of

@lg)gsary

" hours each of them spends on the following activities: Income

‘generating. a:tlvit-f {wnﬂdnq at the office or shop or factory.
Patriarchy: Licerally, or field, ete.), household related activity {cooking, deaning,
el iy Eathisr. this washing, Fat:tﬂn; water, looking after children or elders, etc.),
cancept it s rreading and recreation, talking/gossiping, self-cars, taking rest.
refer to & syriem thar w#ﬂm;ﬁmmnmmwwwﬁﬂm
vakies picy sioge 2. ltaken o each activity for 2 week and caleulate the daily averags
pives them power mmmmmm Do wormen work more in your




Ionk a schoo] resulss, girks perdoem
as well sz bows, if oor berter in
some places. Bue thev drop out
because parenss preter wspend their
resoiirces for their boys” education
& Np wonger the Prcrp:::ﬂinﬂ of
valued obs, & sull very smaall On
an smﬂ'ag!: ani Indjar weman =orls

one hour monre than an vesage man
guery dms Yer moch of her =ork

iz aot D:.l.d and thesefore, oiten

nmvailm

® The Egual Repmnsrarion Arr,
1576 Prﬂ'.‘;:]ts thar Eqi_iﬂl WAZES
should be paid to =qual wark.
Hewever inalmost all sreas of
work, lrom spors ind cinems, @
factocies and fields, women are paid
lazs than men, even when both do
exacths the same ok

® Inmanye of India, parems
prefes to have sons and fod =z o
havs the girl child abor=d EzEu:m
she it bora Such sexselective

shartion Jed m adecline nchild sex

farin (pzmber of giﬂ childemn per
el 319 As the man shows, this
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1U this = well ko Yer feaues
relarzed © momen's wnell bemg o
OTherOiteE ATE N0t pIVEn adzguate

ttentian. LhAis
temuinists and momen's movemenss

ha: led manvy

10 the conchesion tharunless wonen

wral poreer, their probleams =il
i Onaar
o ersure this & 1o hoe porewonen
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In [ndiz, the prapertion of

=OmnEn in lEg!EiE"ﬂ.[E has besn e

15'_‘1‘ For examnle ihe F"“'E“..
&

ot elegted women members in Lok
Seonshas wuched 1430 per oet of

is mtal sueeapth tor the brn tme

it 2019 Their thare in the spare
assemblies iz l=ss than 3 per ceoc
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bBortom group of aatiam in the
is bBehind the average: for sevenal
developlng counsries of Afriea and
Lanin Amerrea. In the government,

cabuncr arc largely allmale even.

when a woman becomes the Chisf
Minszer or the Prame Minister,
Oniewtay-zo solve this problemas

tomake it legally binding 1o have afalr
proportion of womenn the clected
bodies. Thic it what the Pancharari

Raj has dens in India, Onethicd of

zrats in local government bodies—in
panchayats and musicipaltics-are
now rezerved for women: Now theree
are more than 10 lakh elecred=romen
repiezntanives in raral and urban
iocal bodies.

Wﬂmﬂ;ﬂ;! ﬂ;ﬁ,ﬁ.ﬂi’iiﬁﬁﬂi !-_ﬂ.!d
actiwists had becn d:mmﬂ.m.g a

nmilsr resmevation of at lesm one-
third-of zcarsin Lok Szbha and
State Azsemblic: for =omen, A
bill wth thic proposal was pending
before the Parliamenr for many
decades, In 2023, Nari shakti Vandan
Adhinivam (Womens' Reservation
Axt, 2073) has beca patsed whick
wﬂlw 55 pertent resereation of
scats for women n Lok Sabka, State
Aszembly,

Gender divlsing ix an example
thﬂ. Iomc fﬂfm. QE m{":ﬂ.ll. d.i.‘_iﬂiﬂ'ﬂ.
ficeds 10 be expreszed in polines. This
s dhvs that disadvantaged proisps
do besefit when zocial divisions
become 4 Eﬂxﬂ:al izrue. Do you

think that women could have made

the gﬂﬂ;‘i‘t noted above if their
un@aaltr:mwmnntmimndiﬂ.
ﬂ!.: --].-r-;.] [ Pom

If casteism and
cormmunalism
are bad, whal
makes feminism
a good thinag?
Why don't we
oppose 3l those
who divida the
ociely on any
fines — caste,
religion or

aender?




Religion, communalism and politics

Let ts oo+ turs 16 avery diffesent
kind of social dividen, the disision
bazed on relipious differesces.
Thir division i3 neot as’usiversal
as gender, bur religiow diveniey
iz farrhy-widespread in the world
todey, Many countries including
India have in their population,

followers of different sehipions. As

we noticed in the case of Northeen
Ircland, cved when most of the
people belong to the same relipion,
there can be s_:ﬂ:’:-'iis diffrrences
about the way people prasties that
religion. Unlike gender differences,
the reliziois differedée: are aften
expresied i the feld oFpolifics.

Consider the followimet

® Gandkij: vsed to isay thas-

relizion can asver be separared
from poliies. What he meunt by
religion wis not any parncular
religion like Hinduism or Islam
but ‘moral values thar inform all
religions, He believed thar polines
must be guided by ethics drawa
f'-'om f-.l.ls!ﬂ.ﬂ_.
® Humag sights groups in our
C-E-!.'Iﬂ.r_r'F _hﬁ'l: dfmﬂ.ﬂ.-d:d TJ].IT. th-ﬁ
Governmen: should take rp:tui
s2cpt 1o preveat communal rfots
and protect relmpions minoriies.
® Women"s moyement hasaspued
that saney taws of all selizions
diseriminate against women.
S50 they have demanded thas
government should change these
laws to make them mare cquitable.
All these instagces 1avolve
& relatioavhip berweren religion

‘group arc formed

and polines. Bur they do not
secm very wroag or dangerous,
ldeas, tdeals and values: drawa
trom differenr rrjlig'iﬂr.x can ind
perhaps thould play a role in
poelitics. People should be able
o express i pobinies their needs,
interects snd demand: 3= a member
of a religiou; communiry. Those
who hold political power thould
sometimes be able 1o mgulm: the
practice of rcligion o #5to pre=in
dizerimination and sppression
Thrze pﬂh{{:ﬂi_lm AFE [OT WICRZ
il ltlnig'=u:_h|:y ircatcverv :':ﬁg"mn
cqually,

Comminnalism

The problem begins whea religion

13.zcen-az the besis of the nation.

The examgple of Norhern Ireland

-mCthut:rhhﬂr;hcm.gmui

such an spproach 1o nanionaliem,
The problem becomes nxorc souze
W’hﬂﬂ. fftlglﬂ.ﬂ. 12 CEFIEHE& 1
pobnis in exclusive and pastican
terms, whea onc relipioa and
irz followers are pitred sgainm
of ene religion are presemied as
superior to thoscof other religians,
when'the demande of ane rc}igiﬂﬂs
_ opposition o
another and when statc power is
used o esesblich domination of one
religious group over the rest. This
manner of using relision in palitice
13 communal polities.

Communal politiss ¢z based
(4411 T.Iﬂ.t idcﬁ- tEIﬂI I'E].;_S'iﬂﬂ. i.S r_hﬂ
principal basis of soctal communiey,



linr;g the inllﬂFng lines Th=
followers of 2 parzioular :E..Lg;{m

muas belong o onE community
Their ﬁmdszﬂul interests age

the cgme: “:md:ﬁﬂanbemﬂ.hs,-

may have is irrelevant or rrivial

for comsusiry lifs, Ie sho follows:

that people~=tio ivllow ditteient
soctal commumiry. B the rollowers
of different relipions hive some
enmrrninalivies these i superfinisl
and immarerizl. cheir interest ars
bourid 1o be different ard imoles
a éontlict, In i extreme form,
communzlism leads o rthe belief
that people-belopging 1o different
relipions cannot Ine = aqual citizers
within poe natinn Fither, one of
them kas to dominate the rest or
theyhavs o form different natmne,
This belief is fundsmentally
tlawed. People of one relizion
do not Have the sams interests
and aspirations in every contexi.
Evervone has several gther :‘ul.I:E
pasitions and identivies There
are many voices insids svery
community: All these vorces have
& ﬂg."zt to be hewd. Thesfoe amy
selizion wpgecher in cones prher
than religion & bound o suppress
miavoites within tharenmesanic:
Communalism edn take various
torms m plﬂml‘:t

8 The most commnn exnresion
of communalism is in evenyday
beliefz. These rnh—[im}‘_;' invols=
celigiors grejislioss, strestypés of
relipiows communties and belier in
ﬂi‘ﬂupﬂ‘lm‘rt‘ Eﬁﬂms'eilgimmr
other religiore. This 5 = commaon

that we aften f2il m noties it, vens
when== beleve

® AcomommalmurdofEnlesdima
Efl;‘isxfnr.guliﬁtialdmafm!'i
belnnsing 1o majorin: communiny,

this taiees: the oo of magonitaran
dominance. For thase belanging
o the monarity comemumity, it cin
rakee the form of a desire 1o form a
separare political unit

® Paolisical mobilisation on
religiois lines it another frequent
nrm of commimslam This :volves
the uwse ﬂf‘smﬂ-s}a:ﬁnh,-mﬁgﬂﬁ
Jeaders, emorional sppeal snd plain
G i o 1 g e lowes
of one ffiigt:an Topether ga the
puﬁr_itaf EEaal Bl-E!B{'tﬂrﬂ.i,EG!itﬂ_
i often ievlies specil appesl
the fnterests or emotions gf vaers of
(== ﬁl.lgmn J:BFE"E!HEEEE o othsrs
# Someumes communalism takes
its most ugls form of communal
vinlenes, rints drd mamasre India
and Pakiszan suffered some of the
worst communal ria ar the tirme of

theParritins . The soarlodepentence

period has also seen large seale

commanal winlense.

Secular state

Comintnzlism s 3nd eoritinues
m be aie of the major challenes:

™ democracy o our country. The

makers ﬂfmrﬂum:mmnﬂm
weareod this challenge. That is wivy,
thetr chose the model of 2 secular
state. This choice was refleczed n
mﬂmmmﬂprmm&m
e yrudied lasr smae
® There s o otbeial relipon for
thie Indian stare Unlike th staros of
mﬁhum_mﬁﬂluﬂu,ﬂnnutfsi:m

e zs

I oft=n cack
jokes aboul

people from one
refigion. Does
that make me
communal?




in Palsivean snd charaf Chrtisninyin
England, our Constirution does not
sive 33pecial stats w @y religion.

® The Constitution grovidss o

all individuals and comomnitie:
ireedom ta profess; praczice and

progaga any religion, or not @

oo amy
® The Constitution prohibiss
discrimination oa erounds: of

fellgil:m_

® Arthessmeume, the Comstmtion

.;Hnm;h:nm‘:tnmwm

the marters of religion in order o

ensures squalice within relipiose
communities, For sxample iz Baos
mmuchabilin:

Undersinad in thivisendse,
serularism =not just m:ﬂmhﬁ of
@ garties ar gersans. This des
covstivinzs one of the faindations
of our couatry. Communalism

should not be een 2 2 theesi ' pr

ﬁEtu}'ﬁﬂﬂfIﬂiiLmtimﬁ
==ly 1) He combaied
ﬁmm Constitution like ours
iT paressary i:-ﬁt not :q.thmn* @

e -

pﬂmﬂpﬁqugtdamd :=

b= eotnered insverda hife and
seliginn- based nbilsation ceuds
becounmred intha srenz of poliries,

Caste and politics

We hee seen o insnces of the

arenaof policics; one largely posine

ardd the other largeh - negatie Letus

ren = our fnal case. thar of caste
e zs

Caste inequalities

Unlike sendec and relision, cat=

ifmsmﬁmzlmldu_ﬁﬂmmﬁ
hate same lind of social insgualiss
and sorve form of dvision of labour,
in mosy societies; oecupaliony are
passed on from one gererition ©
annther, Cam= syseem is snexems
formaf the, Whar makes irdifferens
trom Gther societies is thiar in rhis
sysem, hereditary occupationsl
divisinn was sanctinned by sisuals,
Members of the same case group
=zre supposed 1o form 3 social
communiry that pracrioed the rame
or similar oooupation. married
within the cafte group and did

Casessysreci was bised oa
exchimbon of 2nd discrimination
sgainst the ‘sumase’ groups: They
were subjected to the inhuman
sctics of witouchsbilicr abow
which you v studed in Class
IX. Ther iz wher political lesders
and socisl reformers like Jotiba
Phule, Gandhing, BR. Ambedkar
and Periyar Ramasveami Nawcher
advorated -and worked o establish
asocishy in which cate freanalites
are absene

Partly due m their afforss and
parthy due 1o other socin-scanomic
changes; castes and caste sysiem
in modern India have undﬁgum
aeeat changes, With sconomic
develepment, L.-fge zeals
TEEANTATION g:uv:ffnnﬂlmﬂn'nﬂ
sducating, OLCIZATRONAL MOBRITY
and the wz;dmnmg.qf the position
of landlords m the wllages, the nld
motinn: of CiSTE EEfancuy are

besking down. Now, mos of the



Social and Religious Diversity of India

The Census-of India records the religion of 2ach and every Indian after every ten vears.
The person who fills the Census form visits every household and recdrds the refigion of
each member of that housahold exsctly the way sach perzon describes it, 1f someone
says she has ‘no religlon’ or that le is an 'athelst), this Is exactly how it is recarded.
Thus we have reliable information on the propartion of different religious communities.
mmecuurrtrrmdhuw it ka5 changad over the years. The pie chant below presants
the popufation proportion of six majer religious: communities in the country. Since:
independence, the total population of each community has increased substantially but
their propartion in the country's population has not changed much. In percentaga terms,
the population of the Hindus; Jalng and Christians has declined marginally since 1961,
The proportion of Musiim, Sikh and Buddhist population kas increased slightly, There is
a common but mistaken impression that the proportion of the Musfims. i the country’s
populaticn is goig to overtake other religious communities. Expert estimates done for
the Prime Minister's High Level Committee (popllarly known 3¢ Sachar Committee)
show that the propartion of the Muslims is expacted 5 0o up 2 fittle, by sbout 3 to 4
per cent, in the naxt 50 years. It proves that in overail tarme, the population balance
of differant religious communities-is not likely to changs ina big way.

The same is true of the major e25te groups. The Census of India counts twe social
groups: the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes. Both these broad gmupﬁ'
inciude hundreds of castes or tribes whose names are listed in an officlal Schedule.
Hence the prefix 'Scheduled’in their name. The: *.;ichedutad Castes, commonly known:
as Dalits, include those that were previously regarded as ‘outcaste’ in the Hindu=ocial
order and ware sUbiscted to exclusion and untouchability. The Scheduled Tribes; oftan
referrad o a5 Ad’ﬁ-raﬁ'-} includs !hus;-. communitiss that led 3 secluded life usually in hilks
and forests and did not Interact mu:h with the rest of sodety, In 2011, the Scheduled
Castes were lﬁﬁpﬂ' qam.a-nﬁﬂ'lu

Scheduled Tribes were B.6 per cent  Population of different religious

of the country’s papulation. communitiss in india, 2011

The Census does ot yet count the
Other Backward dmas. the group
we discussed i Class 1X. Hence there
are same differences about thelr
proportion in the country’s population.
The National Sample Survey of
2004-05 estimates theli population
to:be around 91 per cent, Thiis the
SC, ST and the OBC toaetheraccount  Otfiers 2%
for ah'wt two-thirds of H'.‘E ﬂmm% Oimers inciuge Sucnizt €Tk Jam ﬂ#ﬁ
population and aboutthree-fourths of ~ e Felpoms snu Femsussin= 075 | (0, -
the Hindu pepulation. Religian ot xistes 0.2%
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Urbunisation: Shift
ef p'_tpul:nl:ln from
ruiral aress wurhan
araas,

Oecupational
rodriity: Shdt from

mwbﬂu}lﬁ:tﬁze
sroups ae placed

trom the highest'
trelowest” castes.

Now you don't like
it Didnt you t=ll
me that wherever
there Is domination,
we should discuss it
in Political Science?
Will caste disappear
if we keep mum
about 7

times, in urban ares it doss ot

CEXT [0 5 @0 A STERE O EalnR At
tha nexe tehla in o reszinsrgne The
Constitution of Irdiaprohitbited sy
mm—hzd:luzmmmxmxﬁ laid
ﬁmmm.ﬂﬂaépn]mmmﬂw

the irjucricss ot the case n'st&m_f!"

a gerson who lied 2 conmry asg’
wers o raram 1o India, she mould
ke greathe surprised arthe chance

Ye: caste has not dizappearsd
trom contemporany Indiz Soms
of the older wpecn of car= hae
Fflm E‘Hﬂl oW mEst _PEBF!E
rirry Within thelr own casts of
tribe. Unouchabilicy has nos ended
comglstely, despite constitatinnal
prohibition. Effeczs of cenmuries
of advantases ind disadvantazes
oicuse oo be felt oy, The casce
groups thar had aocess 1o educarinn
unger thegldsysters have donevers
well in sequiring miodera education
= w=ll Thos eroups that did no
have aceass 1o education or were
prohibited from sequiring it hawe

naturally lagped bebund That is whyr
there is s dsproporuonatel- large
peesence of “upper caste’ among
the urban middle classes in ouwr
couamry. Caste continues o be
!.‘Iﬂﬁﬁi'g.’ linked 5 econonte szabus:
(See Phu BoxonPage 41)

Caste in polibics

As in the cate of mmmunﬂnm_
T3ETEIEM 5 fﬂﬂ[ﬁd I 'h!' b‘f_"

that caste 3 the sple hﬂﬂutmuﬁ
TRmmUmTT Aseoming ™ ihuw-w
of thinlking. people bele
the same care belung{m 3 mmr:]
sozial communicy and have the

e st ik ghe do i

cazre. As wesaw in the case of

communalism, soth & belief is noe
borne ouc by our experisnce Casre
15 one Spect of our experiense buths
tsmot 1he onlv relevant or the mos:

Imporzant apect.

Laite can take various forms

in golirics:

& When parties choose candidares
iz slestinns, thev lmep o mins) the
caste compositinn of the eleceorate
and sominate candidstes from
ditferent casias so 35 0 musEr
necestary SUpoOrt 10 win slactons,
When goveramenss are {ormed,
politea] parties wnsalle ralee care thae
wpaﬂumrﬁnf :l!ﬁ'.lem: casmEs and
erihes fieed 3 place inar

® Political parties and candidates
i eleerions make anpeals to casee

‘SEnTimen? 10 MGSer SUPPorE Some

political garties sre kaown o favox
some castes and are seen as their
renreIentIies.

8 Vikeodl skl faackhis e
the princiole of ane-person-anevage



Caste inequality today

‘Caste is an |mportant sourcs of economic inequality because i reoulates

3ccess o resourees of varlous kinds. For example, in the past, the so-called
unmu-:haHE' castes were denled the right to own land, while only the so-called

‘twice bom' castes had the right to aducation. Although this kind of explicit and.

formaiized inequality based on caste is now outlawed, the effects of centuries of

accumulated advantages and disadvantages continie to be felt. Moreover, new
kinds of inequalities have-also developed.

The relationship between caste and economic status has certainly changed s
lat: Today; It is possible to find very rich and very poor peaple in every caste,
whether 'low' or 'high’, This was not true even twenty or thirty years age =it
was very rareindeed to find rich people among the lowest’ castas, However,
as this evidence from the National Sample Survey shows; caste continues to e

very strotigly linked to economic status in many Important ways;
* The average economic status [measured by criteria like menthly:
consumption expenditure) of caste groups still follaws ﬂm‘u&d“iﬂﬂmmhy—-

the ‘upper’ castes are best off, thanaﬁtsandﬂmmﬁmwﬁmﬁ.andthﬂ
backward classes are in between,

& Although every caste has some poor members, the pmpﬂmun living in
axtreme poverty (below the official "poverty line) is much higher for the lowest
castes and much lower-for the upper castes, wlth the backward classes once.
202in |n batween, —

& Although every casts has some members. 'H'i'l-i.'l are fich, the upper castes are
heavily over-representad among the tich while the lower castes areseveraly
tn‘tﬂa'mumﬁeﬁteﬂ.

Pevcemage of pnpni:nrm lnmg pciow the poweary line, 12992000

Caste an:ut ﬂummnu:ty gﬂqp_s nl Ruzal Urban
433 336
339 | 83
274 X5
768 | 342
1= 93
56 | 54
a0 I
161 | 37
270 23 4

Hoks: "Hpgar Casis’ Hets meanaibhoss whic-=2ha nol Fotm SC._ ST or OB, Below ihe povsy line

means those who spant T327 or less per persan per menth in nural and T454 or jess per person per
monih in taban areas
Source: Nafions! Samees Survey Orgsnizaton (NS5SD), Gmﬂmmiﬂmfa 551h Roung, 19982000
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compelled polimical leaders o gearvp
= the task of mobileins andsecuring

political support. Iralio breughs sew

eorscmusness smang the people ol

castes thar were hitherto treated o
inferior and loee

The tocus an:easte in palitics
chat eldetions are all abous casie and
nothirg else. Thar i far from mrue,
Justcansiders these:
® No parlismentary constiruency:  MP
in the countrs: has a clear majorimy:
of one sﬂ‘]_gh': castE_ SO, eveiy
cardid ste 2o pary peeds wmwin the
confidence of mare than ane cae
and commumnt, to W elections.
® No parry wins the vorEsal alf
tha vaters of 3 rétte dr conrmnity.
When people 5oy that a cass 5 3
‘vore bank’ of one parmy iz wsually

_,__
-
%

aujwmmm;iumy i&eﬁssﬁ'“rm‘rn& Iresi pengys bEnnging &0 3

ca=re & voie Lana 7

the vorars fram that caste voee for
zhar parte.
® Manmy polisical parties may pun
cendidares from the-same cate
(it chiat caste is belisved 1o dotinate
the sl=erorate in 2 particular
constituency). Some voters have
satte whils fiany !.11_&!5 hs= on
zandidsze from their care.
® "Il-s: raling parye- and e sitmng
or ML A frementhringe elecrines
0 our Couniry Thar could not
have thpem:d it 3ll caftesand
It-r:l:lr.ﬂtlﬂﬂ.l.tl.ﬁ w=re m;-a_:mm their
Clearly, while casze matiers in

.tkﬁmraLPﬁhl_im,;m do rary other

{scrors. The voters have strong
mthrrﬁﬂ:mpn]mlpuw-whﬁh

i oftenstonger than their anarhmens
z0 their 351 or communicy: Peaple
within the seme cate of Communitye
v diffesent ineresss depending
' ir ecanomic condition Rich
the same: casee ofen vote very
difirrenth: Prople's asemawnt of
thepacfunmmufﬂ:u: goverament
and the i]ﬂp’;lllflt‘,- rnr*u:tg ot the
leiders marter 2 2v2 aben decisive

= :l:etnnm

Paolitics 10 caxie

W have 50 far locked 2t wchar casre
does ropelities. Butitdoes normean
shiat thers s only 2 onesay =lation
between caste and paline:. Polites
z9a infleences the caste sisem and
carts igentitiss by hriﬂg’ing them
inm the political arens Tham, it &



56 the caste vhist st paliticizod. This
takes several forms:
® FEacheane group tnestobacome

bigger by incorporating withia n
neighbouring castes or sub<ane:

which weeecaricr cxoluded fromi.

° Ta:hmm’gfﬂtq}lﬂtmqn&nd
1o TSy into 2 coalition with ather
mwmmmnnmdﬂmsm

-:Inimg:u: and-nepotmnom
® New kinds of caste groups

Jm: come up in the pnlmul arzha
‘hﬂdﬂ"lfd— md fﬂmﬂd'

cEzie gﬁ'.ﬂ.lFE

Thusz, caste ;plars different
kinds of rales i polivics In same
situations, cxgré;;sian- of caste
differenies in politics gives many
disadvantiged communirics the

spacc io demand zheir share of

Az the zamc time, cxclusive
atigniien 1o camc can produce
négatrve resules as well Az 1o the
cae of #eligion, politics based on
casze identiry alone iz not very
healthy in & demoeracy. It can’
izzues like poverty, development
and cormuption: In zome cazes, tasce
division Jeads 1o tensions, conflic

and cven violcoer,




1SCS

,Exer(:

-

Mesnition different: aspects of life in which women are discrininated or

disadvantaged In India,
. State different formis of conmunal politics with one example each.

State how caste Inequalities are still continuing in India.

4. State two reasons to Say that caste alone cannot determine election

3.

results in Tndia

What is the status of wornan's representation in India’s Eaglslah\m
bodies?

Mention any two constitutional provisions that make India a secular

ml

‘When we speak of gender divisions, we wsually refer to:

(a) Biological difference betwesn men and wemen
(B) Uneaual roles assigned by the sodety to men and women
(£} Urequal child sex ratis

{djmmﬁwﬁngnmﬁwmhm

‘In India seats are reserved for women In

(a) Lok Sabha

{b) State l=gisiative assembilies

(c) Cabinets

Cansider the fallowing statements an the meaning of communat

‘politics: tq-nmm‘tal politics is-based on the belisf that:

A One religion |s superior to/that of othars.

E. ‘Peagle halmﬂnu to different rellgions can Jive together happily as

- equal ctizens.
C. Fﬂ!mmqfamtadarrﬁmim constitute one community.
D. State power cannot be used to establish the domination of ane
religious group over others,
Whidh of the statements are correct?
(@)4,3C.andD (B)A B 2ndD (Gasdc @BandD |

. Which amorig the following statements:about India's Consttution Is

wrong? it

(a) prohibits disgrimination on grounds of religion.

{b) gives official status to one refigion.

(<} provides to &l indlviduals freedom ta profess zny religion.
(d) ensures squality of citizens within religlous communities.

11, Saclal divisions based on __are pecullar to Indiz.



12, Match List Twith List 1T and select the cormect answer using the

codes given below the Liss:
List 1 List IT
L. | & person who belleves in equal rights and R
opportunities for women and men &. Communalist
2. | Aperson who says that religionis tha .
principal basis of community’ B. Feminist
3. | A person who thinks that oaste s the
pringipal basis of community C. Secularist
4, | A person who does not discriminate others |
‘on the basis of religious belisfz D. Castiest

“%ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ
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